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Strengths and Assets
Strengths
Fetal Infant Mortality Review (FIMR) Projects
Sedgwick and Geary counties are developing 
and implementing a FIMR process, which is a 
case review process that assists communities 
in identifying risk factors associated with the 
incidence of infant mortality and implementing 
a set of interventions to reduce infant mortality. 
Examples of interventions include programs 
addressing maternal smoking cessation, 
preconception peer education and safe sleep.

High 5 for Mom and Baby – Breastfeeding 
Friendly Hospital Campaign 
The goal of the Breastfeeding Friendly Hospital 
campaign is to recognize hospitals and maternity 
centers that provide an optimal environment for 
breastfeeding mothers by fulfilling the standards 
outlined in the Ten Steps to Successful 
Breastfeeding, as laid out by WHO and UNICEF. 
Seven Kansas hospitals are enrolled and more 
are being contacted about the program. The 
program has been endorsed by Papa Murphy’s 
Pizza, Wesley Medical Center, Kansas Action for 
Children, M-C Industries, Kansas Breastfeeding 
Coalition, KDHE, March of Dimes, Stormont-Vail 
HealthCare and the Kansas American Academy 
of Pediatrics.

Kansas Perinatal Quality Collaborative 
(KPQC)                                                     
The Kansas Chapter of the March of Dimes is 
coordinating the formation of KPQC, which will 
be dedicated to improving perinatal health for 
moms and babies in Kansas.  Hospital quality 
improvement projects related to preterm and 
early term births are likely to be among the 
KPQC’s top priorities.

Preconception Peer Educator Training 
Research has shown that preconception health is 
one of the most important and less emphasized 
aspects influencing birth outcomes and maternal 
and infant health.  KDHE is working with other 
partners in the state to facilitate preconception 
peer educator training using a federal Office of 
Minority Health curriculum. The training has the 
following three goals:

 ● Reach the college-age population with 
targeted health messages emphasizing 
preconception health and health care.

 ● Train minority college students as peer 
educators.

 ● Arm the peer educators with materials, 
activities and exercises to train their peers 
in college and in the community at large. 

Maternal, Infant & Early Childhood Home 
Visiting Program                   
There are approximately 140 families currently 
enrolled in the Home Visiting Program in 
Montgomery and Wyandotte Counties. The 
program uses evidence-based programs (Early 
Head Start, Healthy Families America and Parents 
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as Teachers), includes a centralized outreach and referral system, and implements a comprehensive 
benchmarks plan to assess improvement with common, cross-program measures and data reporting 
systems. Currently a promising approach is being evaluated in Kansas City, KS, called Team for Infants 
Endangered by Substance Abuse (TIES). 

Kansas Kids Fitness Challenge Program                                             
This incentive program is designed to enhance the educational and health benefits of Kansas Kids 
Fitness Day by providing a chance to be active prior to the actual event. Third grade classes that reach 
the determined physical activity goal will be awarded a class certificate, a class prize, prizes for all 
students in the class and recognition at a local Kansas Kids Fitness Day event.

Assets
 ● Existing infrastructure for working on 
health issues affecting mothers, infants 
and children

 ● History of solid public health presence

 ● Collaboration is strong 

 ○ Ongoing partnerships on common 
causes (e.g., legislation to create 
Kansas Indoor Clean Air Act)

 ○ Collaborative groups like Kansas Blue 
Ribbon Panel on Infant Mortality

 ○ Private groups and community-based 
groups work well together

 ● Strong, active organizations/groups 
supporting maternal and child health 
issues (e.g., March of Dimes, Kansas 
Action for Children, SIDS Network of 
Kansas, Healthy Kansas Schools)

 ● Strong public health foundation support

 ● Dedicated, diverse workforce; 
great individual programs filled with 
knowledgeable, passionate people


